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By M.I. BU
Mi LAiiKY
Ci Uie >Vw<f Oenracral

CAHOK1A - High levels of PCS*
ipoiychloriaatfd biphenyls) found in the

\un of Dead Creek ditch pose no
<i:jte threat to public health and
, st.ite officials sam today.

.;.iR-.es Keity. d civ-mitt and member of
(no iliinoib Environmental Protection
Agency's Emergency Response Unit.
.-r ĵM-ii result* of chemical testing of 18
sou uaa w.-iier jdmpt*s taxen from the area
Ju.'in* Me ;nst two weeks.

Thetestsaiso snowed high leveisof metals
conference in theCahOKia Village Hail this
rrurninii. showefl 17.000 paTt* per million of
Pf 3o in an area of uw ditch 50 yards south
of v.e«nv Avenue, with dwreasmg ieveU
as t.:t> irtftk moves south.

Th rcsu .<iso showed nigh levels of metais
in (he iouuiern part of the creek, with

i>ii Amounts farther north.
rom a private water weil

..- :?.f :<X DHit-k .4 Walnut Street .showed the
prt-sMice 01 p«^ticides, out Kelty said they
Af re; mm a source other than Dead Creek.

v-..-v vuri ,tn «!Xtreni»«ly high coocwv
:,- ,t:. n .it nju/spuorous — 12.0W opm—was
:'. ...flj ifl dn area 40 yards aortb of Joditk
iXJlV'.

(\i-ity >.iid ibv .substance* posed no
sfiiuuo aeaitn LviDMt unless a penM wen
f\i)-.>s*^ to the chemu uJs for loBf periadB.

'"Hit- nuteri<(ls in din ditch arc haar>
d«us r,nlv tu thai t>xteot." Kctoy suM.

Meanwhile. AU» aaencies are encttafa
^- "

prevent pwp.e from MfK.a^ jp con-
taminated soil and from dumping in me
area.

IEPA officials said it wiii cane time to
determine who is responsible for the
situation. Officials said they were inves-
tigating reports of a Duried Jump on a
three-acre site smith of Siiugei ViiU^e Hjil.

Kelty said investigators have, r.-ieticed
the length of the cree* tu the r.ver. out have
not bkM any samples.

Officials are unsure if any contaminants
have gone past Judith Lane. A Mocked
culvert coukt have prevemeu that.

Ketty also tested so*i south of Judith Lane
to determine tf contaminants bad spread.
Concentrations of metais such as copper,
lead, nickle. barium, zinc, and phospho-
rous were found inasunple taken JS yards
south of Judith Lane.

IEPA officwfc announced a three-phase
plan for hand ting the Dead Cm* situation.

Phase I — the chemicai testing to
determine if there was a health and safety
hazard — was announced this morning.
Phaie 2 will concern itself with the long-
term impact of the cowammditon. as well
as determining who a responsibe. Phase 3
will addreas cleanup and disposal. Of-
ficials said they did not know how lung it
would take to complete the mv«jigauoa.

Last week, the U.S. Coast Guard checked
tlMcrwktoMermine if any contaminants
have aWW heyond Judith Lam to the

r. A spokeiHnan lor the
i was no evidence of

beyond that poiau The

uuaffi i'ny units .!,'. 'i.v/'
mere is anv tiire.-it ;o .1 :;av;^
wjv. sum js tlie .'.ij.s*;. •>.;:; ..

From where toxic cfiv.-n.^
were :ound in ;n«? cre«K UR Jui
the Mississippi Rivier -.3 *&,*;

it 'ii 'party wit JiTgH'n H'.di J>-,M
smoidenog and slowing d:rr.T .-.i-
1. lias been cofltamindiec '*i;,i
rancer<ausiri*; agent, jr.u .i u;
chemicals. Earlif-r !£PA tesu r.
PCS Imen u.' ™(i j>pm m tn« c
Judith Uneartd SJUO ppm south
Avenue.

IEPA offitiais jiso are checking
reports that a Sauget landfill or. yue
Avenue near tjn-creeicoperaiM syf-.f
mayor of Sauget. Uo Saufi«. may
been used for hazardous w<*sw oua|p

Kelty >dia dff icidU have
"unofficial and unconfirrneu r
pnmarWy from w«p.e whu .we ...tn
the area fora :ong time" ai*.*; tr.* ̂ .-r.
But he said no immediate cun<.i»^.o..^
be drnwn from Lbe n>pon.,.

"The information is pretty skc^.r-.v
ronflicting. We aon'; ii.."v-.' ^nv :..
rtefinite," he said. "A.i we've ;»:
rumors — a coupi* of an<'>nyni<)ii.> -'..
calls. There » a wt or jptr. ̂ niu:.j u,. .-
«Mfe of the ditch."

Sauget wait the first mayor ci ;-•>•.-. ;:
of 2W person*, which is (uikcc uCiA
East St. Louis and Cahokiu. lie <>(>•: ,,
4.Sstcre Undfi!l that hda o^t-n c; oi.ii
BMn than 20 years, ^m n.» M>Q
poajeat mayor. Paul Swiaet.
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